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This guide examines how the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide 

supports the incorporation of Reading Street™ 2013 into a balanced 

literacy model. This resource offers flexibility while helping meet the 

needs of students and addressing the expectations of the Common 

Core State Standards.  

The Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide 

is one streamlined volume per grade 

level and follows the same scope and 

sequence as the Reading Street™ 2013 

Teacher’s Editions. 

Use it to teach and assess the same 

target skills and strategies included 

in the Teacher’s Editions with a more 

flexible approach. 

Weekly instruction is presented in a 

focused, mini-lesson-like structure. This 

structure ensures that critical content is 

covered, but leaves room to incorporate 

other ideas and materials. 

Use the weekly Planner to preview the shared reading, small-group, 

writing, and assessment options for the week. 
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Weekly Lesson 

Plans 

The Assessment and Resources page lists the week’s

• formative assessments;

• summative assessments;

• intervention options;

• Shared Reading selections;

• Small-Group Guided Reading selections; and

• Independent Reading suggestions to support extended novel

study.

Combine these assessment and instruction options with other materials 

and ideas to customize instruction.  

Each week the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide provides teacher 

support in areas such as

• Phonemic Awareness;

• Phonics and Spelling;

• Vocabulary;

• Word Analysis and Literary Terms;

• Comprehension;

• Conventions, Writing, and Research; and

• Communications and Collaboration.

Weekly plans follow a consistent format across the grade levels. Each 

day includes opportunities for modeled, whole-group, small-group, and 

independent learning.

The target skills and strategies, vocabulary words, content knowledge, 

and resources needed for the week are identified in the margins. This 

area also provides information about optional resources that can be 

used to enhance instruction. 

The plans contain daily routines, such as the Small-Group Guided 

Reading Routine. Use these routines to differentiate instruction. 
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Reading 

Writing 

Word Study 

Make the text the center of instruction. Anchor texts and topically 

related paired readings encourage students to explore concepts across 

genres. A variety of text options is offered so literacy instruction is 

flexible. 

Small-group lessons support students in strengthening close reading 

and comprehension skills. Use Reading Street™ 2013 resources such 

as Sleuth, Reader’s and Writer’s Notebooks, Student Editions, and 

Retelling Cards to support reading instruction.

Writing instruction in the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide focuses 

on the writing process, writing modes, and writing about texts. 

Mini-lessons and models are the foundation for writing workshops. 

Instruction in the traits and craft of writing shows students how to 

apply these skills in response to text.

Writing instruction is organized by the steps of the writing process. 

Choose the Student Edition prompts or the Research prompts for 

writing instruction. 

Daily word study lessons build a foundation for reading and encourage 

students to dig deeper into words and text. 

Depending on your grade level, instruction may include

• Phonemic Awareness;

• Phonics;

• Vocabulary;

• Comprehension;

• Conventions;

• Writing;

• Communicate and Collaborate;

• Spelling;

• Research; and

• Word Analysis and Literary Terms.
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Gradual  

Release of  

Responsibility 

Customize 

Throughout these lessons, you’ll find routines for learning and 

analyzing vocabulary words as well as suggestions for small-group 

instruction and activities.

Instruction in the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide is based on the 

idea that students benefit from an “I do, we do, you do” learning 

structure. The lessons incorporate this model by including teacher 

modeling, guided and shared learning, and independent learning. 

Provide modeling for students through 

• read alouds;

• think alouds; and

• explicit instruction.

Engage students in guided learning through 

• whole-group first reading of texts;

• guided close reading;

• small-group guided reading; and

• small-group activities.

Offer independent learning opportunities to students by assigning 

concept-based readers, trade books, and Leveled Readers based on 

interests and needs. 

The Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide offers flexibility. Lessons are 

streamlined so teachers can incorporate additional resources and 

materials in the extra time. 

Teach the lessons in the order in which they appear, or adjust the 

sequence to match a calendar, curriculum map, or testing schedule. 
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Intervention 

Opportunities 

Common Core 

State Standards 

Use the Leveled Readers to match books with the interests and 

instructional levels of your students. Through the readers, teach skills 

and strategies as well as build fluency, vocabulary, and science and 

social studies concepts.

Trade books provide students with opportunities for extended novel 

study with authentic texts. Use the trade book lessons on Pearson 

Realize™ to encourage critical thinking application of extended text. 

In addition to the trade book lessons, take advantage of the numerous 

online resources available through Pearson Realize™. Plan and 

customize lessons, add content, and edit or create assessments and 

assignments online.  

Like the Reading Street™ 2013 Teacher’s 

Editions, the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s 

Guide includes opportunities and suggestions 

for intervention. 

Find ideas for scaffolding and additional 

practice in the English language learner 

notes. Use the built-in suggestions for On-

Level, Strategic Intervention, and Advanced 

small-group instruction. 

Review the Intervention Options and access the corresponding lessons 

from the RTI Kit or My Sidewalks on Reading Street™. 

Instruction within the Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide is based on 

the same principles as the Common Core State Standards. Teach the 

skills, strategies, and content in the weekly lessons to provide students 

with the tools they need to make progress toward mastery of the 

Common Core State Standards. Find support for teaching Foundational 

Skills, Reading, Writing, Language, and Speaking and Listening in the 

Balanced Literacy Teacher’s Guide.
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